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1. Last Will & Testament (with Minor Trust).  A Last Will & Testament (“Will”) is a legal 
declaration, or “testament” of what you want to happen to your assets/belongings when you 
pass away.  Additionally, a Will is used to 1) nominate a person to be responsible for managing 
your estate after you pass; and to 2) nominate a guardian for minor children in the event both 
parents are deceased.  Specifically for parents of young children, providing for the 
establishment of a Minor Trust in your Will is a good idea.  In this scenario, you aren’t creating 
the trust yet; BUT, you are planning that a trust will be created if you pass away while your 
child(ren) are still “young”.  The purpose of this trust is to ensure your child(ren) will have 
access to your Estate’s assets/funds, but that someone more responsible will control that 
access until the child(ren) attain an appropriate age.  A properly drafted Will helps ensure 
your estate is administered properly for your loved ones, and with as minimal court 
interference as possible.  

 
2. Durable (Financial/General) Power of Attorney.  A Power of Attorney designates a trusted 

individual to act on your behalf in the event you are living, but either 1) not capable of 
managing your own affairs, or 2) want someone else to be able to manage or help with your 
affairs.  This individual can act on your behalf in a full legal and/or financial capacity; however, 
a Power of Attorney does NOT take away your rights or ability to act for yourself.  A Power of 
Attorney also designates a trusted individual to legally act for your minor child(ren) in the 
event you are living but incapacitated.  All adults, even married individuals, should have a 
Power of Attorney.  Remember, if you wait until you need a Power of Attorney, it’s usually 
too late.   

 
3.  Durable Health Care Power of Attorney.   A Health Care Power of Attorney is basically the 

same as a General/Financial Power of Attorney, except that the designated person will have 
access to your medical records and information, and can make medical decisions for you, 
and/or your minor child(ren), in the healthcare and/or medical arena.  This person can do 
everything from picking up prescriptions for you, to making potential end-of-life medical 
decisions. 

 
4. Health Care Directive (Advanced Directive).  A Health Care Directive (sometimes called an 

Advanced Directive) specifies your healthcare wishes in the event you are in a terminal AND 
permanent unconscious condition; and two (2) physicians have diagnosed that you have no 
reasonable probability of recover or might recover but would remain in a permanent 
vegetative state.  This document is extremely limited in scope, but is good to have on record.  
Don’t end up in a “Terri Schiavo situation”. 
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