
 

3 3 0   W.   I N D I A N A    A V E.    S P O K A N E,   W A   9 9 2 0 5 

PHONE: (509) 326 – 2613      FAX: (509) 325 – 1859     www.jcooney.com 

 

Estate planning is often misunderstood to be a necessity for only the elderly or extremely 
wealthy, when in fact most adults need at least some amount of estate planning.  If you fall 
within one or more of the following categories, you should consider consulting with an 
attorney, and here’s why: 
 
 
1.  I have minor children.  If you have minor children, what will happen to them in the event 
both parents pass away or become permanently incapacitated?  With proper estate planning, 
you can designate a trusted relative or friend to serve as guardian of your child(ren) and 
assume the responsibility of raising them. 
 
2. I have a child, grandchild, or other heir who receives government benefits.  Government 
funded programs such as Medicaid and Social Security Supplemental Income have strict 
asset/income guidelines for benefit holders.  Be sure to discuss your estate planning options 
with an attorney so you don’t unintentionally disqualify a child, grandchild, or other loved one 
from receiving the benefits they need. 
 
3.  I have a non-traditional/mixed family (step-children, unmarried couples with children, etc.)  
In the absence of a Will or other estate planning tool(s), Washington law provides legally 
mandated rules of inheritance.  These laws may or may not conform to your wishes and 
particular family circumstances. 
 
4.  I am a single, divorced, or widowed adult.  As an unmarried adult, it is particularly 
important to utilize Durable Powers of Attorney so that someone you trust can make medical 
decisions for you and/or manage your finances in the event you are living, but unable to do so.    
 
5.  I own property in another State.  Without the proper estate plan, your heirs may face 
multiple, potentially costly and time consuming probates.  Consult with an attorney about your 
options.  
 
6. I don’t want to stay on life-support. Hospital policies, family disagreements, or various other 
circumstances may keep you on life-support when you would have chosen to “pull the plug”.  
Ensure this doesn’t happen by signing a Health Care Directive. 
 
7.  I have pets that I want to be provided for after I die.  Even though you consider Fido part of 
the family, legally he’s just another piece of property.  If you want to make sure he’s provided 
for, you’ll need to plan for this. 
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